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M I S S I O NBringing people together to explore the art  
and stories of Southern California artists.

V I S I O NA community transformed by art.

E Q U I T YTo support a full creative life for all, Oceanside 
Museum of Art (OMA) commits to championing 

policies and practices of cultural equity that  
empower a just, inclusive, equitable community.

Over the past year, Oceanside Museum of Art 
(OMA) has continued to affirm the essential role 
that shared cultural experiences play in building a 
vibrant community. OMA remains committed to 
creating spaces where people can gather, reflect, 
learn, and experience the power of art together.

We were proud to bring the extraordinary work of 
315 Southern California artists to the forefront of 
our region’s cultural landscape. From emerging 
artists presenting their first museum exhibition to 
internationally recognized creatives, OMA continues 
to serve as a platform for artistic discovery, dialogue, 

A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

and belonging. Through educational programs, public 
events, and community partnerships, we welcomed 
audiences of all ages and backgrounds to experience 
the remarkable depth of creative talent that defines 
Southern California.

We are also deeply encouraged by the extraordinary 
momentum surrounding OMA’s Campaign for 
Expansion. In just 18 months, we reached 90% of our 
capital campaign goal—a milestone made possible 
through the collective dedication of our campaign 
team, staff, Board of Directors, donors, community 
partners, and civic leaders. Together, we are not simply 
expanding a campus of buildings; we are investing in 
a shared vision for the future of art in our region.  

As we look ahead, our team remains focused on 
deepening OMA’s impact as a cultural anchor for 
North San Diego County — and we are profoundly 
grateful to everyone who has helped shape  
OMA’s future.
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Maria Mingalone		    Allyson Handley
Executive Director		    President of the Board
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 V I S I T O R S :

5 1 . 2 3 %  O F  V I S I T O R S 
experienced the museum F R E E-O F -C H A R G E , 

made possible by programs such as 
Blue Star Museums and Art for All free Sundays

A T T E N D A N C E  A N D  P A R T I C I P A T I O N
Studio Arts & Taste of Art Workshops
Artistic skill-building workshops led by distinguished 
professor and arts educator Robin Douglas - engaged 
over 280 people in art making.

2025 Oceanside Plein Air Festival
A bi-annual week-long festival where the museum hosts open 
air painting meet-ups, workshops, and art sales, culminating in 
a gallery show and awards ceremony. The festival featured  
76 hours of alfresco programming, including 9 workshops,  
7 paint-outs, 1 quick paint challenge, 3 networking/celebration 
events, and 1 BIG easel sale.

Art for All
A free, interactive art-making experience facilitated by  
local artists and community partners during Free First  
Sundays. These complimentary creative workshops invite the 
community to experience exhibitions and create art for a 
dynamic, hands-on visit. Over 2,500 participants of all ages 
engaged in Art for All, averaging 250 attendees each month.

Artist Alliance
Artist Alliance is a membership-based affiliate group that fosters 
connection, visibility, and growth for regional artists. In 2025, 
557 active members participated in a range of artist-focused 
programs, including exhibitions, professional development, critiques, 
networking, and paint-outs.

Street Level x Art Walk: 
A vibrant series that brings people together through live 
music, dance, and performance art, in partnership with 
the Oceanside Cultural District’s Art Walk, hosting local 
makers on our terrace and weaving connections through 
sound and visual storytelling. 880 people attended the 
Street Level x Art Walk Series.
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M E M B E R S H I P  A N D  V O L U N T E E R S

6,120HOSTED OVER S T U D E N T S

263
M E M B E R  H O U S E H O L D S 

( 4 0 %  R E N E W A L S ,  5 9 . 6 %  N E W,  . 4 %  U P G R A D E S )

A C T I V E  V O L U N T E E R S 
5, 4 9 1  E S T I M A T E D  H O U R S+

C O M M U N I T Y
1,391 
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That’s growth!!557
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EXPENSES
Wages and Benefits		    $ 1,218,797  
Professional Fees		    $ 303,882 
Rent		   $ 120,000 
Utilities and Maintenance		   $ 54,069 
Supplies		    $ 49,147  
Insurance		    $ 30,338  
Printing and Postage		    $ 40,822  
Contracted Services		    $ 20,836  
Depreciation		    $ 155,865  
Other		   																                $ 64,577

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES           $ 2,058,333  

REVENUE
Grants and Contributions									           $ 1,523,994 
In-Kind Contributions										           $ 122,834  
Special Events, net of expenses of $46,641				      $ (4,756)
Admissions												              $ 124,090  
Memberships												              $ 193,804  
Realized and Unrealized Gains / (Losses) on Investments		    $ 70,260  
Rental Income												             $ 97,969  
Programs and Exhibits										           $ 73,241  
Gift Shop net of expenses of $42,461								         $ 54,699 
Tuition														               $ 45,722 
Other														                -   
		    		   

TOTAL REVENUE AND SUPPORT           $ 2,301,857 



Gaslamp Mardi Gras & San Diego Fat Tuesday Take Over the Gaslamp!
The biggest San Diego Fat Tuesday celebration is gearing up to bring three epic nights of food, drinks, live entertainment, and non-stop partying
to the...

SPRING ARTS PREVIEW

By Seth Combs

Exciting exhi-
bitions will be 
popping up all 
over the county 

this spring, from solo and 
group shows to commu-
nity events like Art Walk 
and Art Alive! Here’s a 
preview.

MINGEI 
INTERNATIONAL 
MUSEUM: ‘PYSANKY,’ 
‘SHIRIN TOWFIQ: 
THREADED JOURNEYS’ 
AND ‘CUPS TO 
CONNECTIONS’

The Mingei has three 
exhibitions opening in the 
spring, all worth a visit. 
The timely “Pysanky” 
explores Ukrainian 
culture via the art of 
pysanky, a form of deco-
rative eggs with deep 
national significance. 
Towfiq’s “Threaded Jour-
neys” will feature the 
interdisciplinary artist’s 
contemporary take 
on traditional Persian 
folk art, while “Cups to 
Connections” takes a 
global view at the tradi-
tional drinking recep-
tacle. “Pysanky” runs 
March 26 through Oct. 7. 
“Threaded Journeys” and 
“Cups to Connections” run 
March 30 through Aug. 11. 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
Saturdays and Sundays; 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Fridays. 
Mingei International 
Museum, 1439 El Prado, 
Balboa Park. Free-$15. 
(619) 239-0003, mingei.org

MOPA@SDMA: 
‘STORYTELLER: WORK  
BY HOLLY ROBERTS’

The Museum of Photo-
graphic Arts will present 
a survey of the mixed-me-
dia work of Holly Roberts, 
who blends photography, 
printmaking, painting 
and collage for a fantas-
tical, almost surrealistic 
look into her mind. March 
30 through Aug. 18. 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Thursdays-Sun-
days. MOPA@SDMA, 
1649 El Prado, Balboa 
Park. Pay what you wish. 
(619) 238-7559, mopa.org

OCEANSIDE MUSEUM 
OF ART: ‘ALLIED 
CRAFTSMEN:  
HANDS ON DESIGN’

The Allied Craftsmen 
of San Diego, the oldest 
professional organization 
of craft artists in Southern 
California, will present a 
juried group exhibition 
of works that range from 
surrealistic sculpture 
to functional art pieces. 
March 30 through Aug. 18. 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednes-
days, Thursdays, Satur-
days and Sundays; 11 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. Fridays. Oceans-
ide Museum of Art, 704 
Pier View Way, Oceanside. 
Free-$10. (760) 435-3720, 
oma-online.org

ATHENAEUM ART 
CENTER: ‘SIZE 
MATTERS’

The local Medium 
Festival of Photogra-
phy has reformatted to 

offer events year-round, 
but its annual photogra-
phy exhibition is still a 
seasonal highlight. Juried 
by professional photogra-
pher Crista Dix, the exhi-
bition will feature more 
than 40 photo-based 
works that are smaller 
than 10 inches. April 2 
through April 27. 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Tuesdays-Sat-
urdays. Athenaeum Art 
Center, 1955 Julian Ave., 
Logan Heights. Free. (858) 
454-5872. mediumphoto.
org/sizematters

QUINT GALLERY: 
TAYLOR CHAPIN AND 
GLEN WILSON SOLO 
SHOWS

The La Jolla contem-
porary art gallery has 
two exciting solo show-
cases on the schedule. 
First up, Oceanside-based 
painter Taylor Chapin 
will present new work, 
which features her 
signature blend of opti-
cal and Pop-inspired 
art. After that, the L.A.-
based multidisciplinary 
Wilson will present 
new works, which often 
feature startling images 
woven within unex-
pected canvases, such as 

chain-link fences. Taylor 
Chapin exhibit runs April 
6 through May 11. Glen 
Wilson exhibit runs May 
18 through June 22. 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Tuesdays-Satur-
days. Quint Gallery, 7722 
Girard Ave., La Jolla. Free. 
(858) 454-3409, quintgal-
lery.com

MUSEUM OF 
CONTEMPORARY ART, 
SAN DIEGO: ‘FORECAST 
FORM: ART IN THE 
CARIBBEAN DIASPORA, 
1990S-TODAY’

This group exhibition 
will be the first major 
exhibition of contempo-
rary artists living in the 
Caribbean or who have 
migrated elsewhere. It 
will include more than 
20 artists working in a 
variety of media using the 
theme of “weather” as a 
metaphor for constantly 
changing artistic prac-
tices and socio-politi-
cal transformation of 
the Caribbean. April 18 
through July 21. 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Thursdays-Sun-
days. Museum of Contem-
porary Art San Diego, 
700 Prospect St., La Jolla. 
Free-$25. (858) 454-3541, 
mcasd.org

ATHENAEUM MUSIC 
& ARTS LIBRARY: 
MARISA TAKAL  
SOLO SHOW

The L.A.-based artist 
will open her first local 
solo exhibition inside 
the library’s Joseph 
Clayes III and Caro-
lyn Yorston-Wellcome 
Rotunda galleries. Takal 
uses vivid color and 
paneled iconography to 
explore complex issues 
relating to behavior and 
personal patterns. April 
20 through July 13. 10 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. Tuesdays-Sat-
urdays. Athenaeum Music 
& Arts Library, 1008 Wall 
Street, La Jolla. Free. (858) 
454-5872. ljathenaeum.org

SAN DIEGO MUSEUM  
OF ART: ‘ART ALIVE’

SDMA’s annual Art 
Alive is something like 
a must-see event of the 
season and features floral 

arrangement interpreta-
tions of the museum’s vast 
art collection. Besides the 
premiere dinner on April 
25 and festive “Bloom 
Bash” party on April 
26, the annual four-day 
showcase will include 
an art of India theme 
and a special installa-
tion from the Museum’s 
renowned Edwin Binney 
3rd Collection of South 
Asian paintings. April 25 
through April 28. 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Mondays, Tues-
days, Thursdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays. Noon to 5 
p.m. Sundays. San Diego 
Museum of Art, 1450 El 
Prado, Balboa Park, San 
Diego. Premiere dinner: 
$3,000; Bloom Bash: $250-
$300; Art Alive exhibit: 
Free-$40. (619) 232-7931, 
sdmart.org

MISSION FEDERAL 
CREDIT UNION 

ARTWALK
The annual two-day 

festival is celebrating 
its 40th year and will 
feature more than 250 
local and regional artists 
selling their wares, as 
well as entertainment, 
food vendors and more. 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. April 27; 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. April 28. 
Between Juniper Street 
and A Street, Little Italy, 
San Diego. Free. (619) 
615-1090, artwalksandi-
ego.org

SAN DIEGO CENTRAL 
LIBRARY: ‘VOICES  
ON THE INSIDE’

As part of the series of 
events surrounding the 
World Design Capital 
San Diego Tijuana 2024 
distinction, the nonprofit 
Poetic Justice will pres-
ent an exhibition of 
self-portraiture made by 
women who are currently 
incarcerated. April 29 
through July 31. 1 p.m. to 7 
p.m. Mondays-Tuesdays; 
noon to 5 p.m. Wednes-
days-Saturdays; 1 to 5 
p.m. Sundays. San Diego 
Central Library, 330 Park 
Blvd., East Village. Free. 
(619) 238-6690, poeticjus-
tice.org

Combs is a freelance 
writer.

VISUAL ART

San Diego Museum of Art’s Art Alive returns April 25. SAN DIEGO MUSEUM OF ART

Textile artist Shirin Towfiq will be featured in “Threaded 
Journeys” at the Mingei International Museum March 30 
through Aug. 11. MINGEI INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM

Los Angeles artist Marisa Takal will be featured in a solo 
exhibition opening April 20 at the Athenaeum Music & 
Arts Library in La Jolla. MARISA TAKAL

Charlotte Bird’s “Gyre,” 
above, is featured in 
Oceanside Museum of 
Art’s “Allied Craftsmen: 
Hands On Design.” OMA

Judith Christensen’s “Definitions and Descriptions,” made 
with coffee filters, ink, bamboo, wood and paper clips, 
will be featured in Oceanside Museum of Art’s “Allied 
Craftsmen: Hands on Design” exhibition. JOHN SCHULZ   

Foal hide casks known as “csikos” are featured in “Cups to Connection: Global Gestures of Hospitality” at the Mingei International Museum. MINGEI INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM

 The San Diego Union-Tribune  |  Section E  |  Sunday, March 17, 2024 17

art lovers to explore a diverse collection of original pieces, all priced at an

affordable $25.

The Teeny Tiny Art Mart, which has become a beloved local tradition, is dedicated

to promoting inclusivity in the art world, museum officials explained. It offers a

platform for both established artists and emerging talents to showcase their work,

while ensuring that each piece is available at a uniform price.

One of the most unique aspects of the event is that buyers will not know the artist

behind the work until after purchase, adding an element of surprise and making

the experience even more engaging.

Artists wishing to participate are encouraged to submit their works by Jan. 12, 2025,

at 5 p.m. Artworks must adhere to the 5×5-inch size requirement. Submissions are

accepted both in person and by mail. The museum is also offering Teeny Tiny Art

Kits, which include brushes and a 5×5-inch canvas, to encourage community

participation and engagement.

TOP STORIES

Two people gunned down in
Rolando alley
Feeding San Diego provides
holiday food to over 700
Marine research vessel returns
to SD after 4 months

SHARE

OCEANSIDE, Calif. (FOX 5/KUSI) — O�icials with the Oceanside Museum of Art announced last week

its Fi�h Annual Teeny Tiny Art Mart, a vibrant celebration of miniature art created by artists from

across Southern California.

The exhibition will run from Feb. 5 to March 2, 2025, with a virtual sale kicking o� on Feb. 9 at 6

p.m. This yearʼs event promises to be an accessible opportunity for art lovers to explore a diverse

collection of original pieces, all priced at an a�ordable $25.

The Teeny Tiny Art Mart, which has become a beloved local tradition, is dedicated to promoting

inclusivity in the art world, museum o�icials explained. It o�ers a platform for both established

artists and emerging talents to showcase their work, while ensuring that each piece is available at a

uniform price.

One of the most unique aspects of the event is

that buyers will not know the artist behind the

work until a�er purchase, adding an element of

surprise and making the experience even more

engaging.

Artists wishing to participate are encouraged to

submit their works by Jan. 12, 2025, at 5 p.m. Artworks must adhere to the 5×5-inch size

requirement. Submissions are accepted both in person and by mail. The museum is also o�ering

Teeny Tiny Art Kits, which include brushes and a 5×5-inch canvas, to encourage community

participation and engagement.

The eventʼs virtual sale provides art buyers with a unique chance to purchase a�ordable original

works of art, knowing that 100% of the proceeds will directly benefit OMAʼs educational programs.

These programs provide thousands of students and community members each year with enriching

art experiences.

The deadline for submissions is fast approaching, so interested artists should prepare their

miniature works and get ready to participate in this exciting art event. For more information on

submissions and how to purchase art, visit the Oceanside Museum of Artʼs website.

Suggest a Correction

Copyright 2025 Nexstar Media Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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Oceanside Museum of Art
announces ��h Annual
Teeny Tiny Art Mart
by: Amber Coakley
Posted: Dec 8, 2024 / 12:57 PM PST
Updated: Dec 8, 2024 / 12:57 PM PST (Courtesy of Oceanside Museum of Art)
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Tiny Art, Big Impact – Submissions Open
for Oceanside’s 5th Annual ‘Teeny Tiny
Art Mart’ 

by Debbie L. Sklar • Times of San Diego Dec. 5, 2024, 10:05 p.m.
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Click to share on Reddit (Opens in new window)

Click to share on Pinterest (Opens in new window)

Click to email a link to a friend (Opens in new window)
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The 5th annual ‘Teeny Tiny Art Mart’, showcasing hundreds of miniature 5×5-inch artworks by artists across Southern California.

Photo courtesy Oceanside Museum

Oceanside Museum of Art has announced the 5th annual ‘Teeny Tiny Art Mart,’

showcasing hundreds of miniature 5×5-inch artworks by artists across Southern

California – ranging from renowned talent to local community members.

Read MoreWanted By INTERPOL Near Dulzura

Ocean Meets Art: San Diego’s Museums Make Waves This
November
We’re diving into a sea of creativity this November as two of San Diego’s coolest spots team up for an unforgettable

experience. Oceanside Museum of Art (OMA) and Birch Aquarium are joining forces to bring us a double dose of oceanic

wonder with PST ART exhibitions.

These shows are all about blending art and science in ways that’ll blow your mind and maybe even change how you see

our big blue world.

Your Ticket to Ride the Cultural Current
Throughout November, members of either OMA or Birch Aquarium get free access to both venues.

Transformative Currents at OMA
At OMA, “Transformative Currents: Art and Action in the Paci몭c Ocean” is a deep dive into the Paci몭c’s past, present, and

future.

21 international artists will be bringing their A-game, including videos, sculptures, drawings, and photos.

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/2025/12/28/2026-arts-preview-our-top-san-diego-visual-art-picks-for-the-coming-year  
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By Michael James Rocha
UNION-TRIBUNE

For a new exhibit this spring, 
the Oceanside Museum of 
Art has partnered with The 
Art of Autism, a San Diego-

based international nonprofit whose 
mission is “to foster independence, 
self-esteem and artistic expression” 
within the autism community.

The result of that collaboration 
is “The Art of Autism: A Different 
Lens,” which opened in April at the 
Oceanside Museum of Art and is on 
display through Aug. 3.

Debra Muzikar, co-founder 
of The Art of Autism, shared her 
thoughts on the exhibit as well as 
statements from some of the more 
than a dozen artists featured in the 
exhibition. 

To assemble this group show, 
Muzikar worked closely with a 
neurodiversity specialist hired by 
the Oceanside Museum of Art: Alex-
ander Plank, an autism advocate, 
filmmaker and actor who founded 
the online community Wrong 
Planet. She also collaborated with 
Kira Carrillo Corser, founder of 
Posts for Peace and Justice, a collab-
orative that connects artists through 
art.

Q: Tell us about the importance of 
an exhibit like “The Art of Autism: A 
Different Lens,” which is a collabo-
ration between The Art of Autism 
and Oceanside Museum of Art.
A: The importance of the exhibit is 
it “allows the viewer to see autis-
tic and neurodivergent people as 
creative and capable.”

Q: What do you hope the viewer 
takes away from seeing this exhib-
it?
A: The hope is that the viewer of 
the exhibit may come to “see those 
who perceive the world with a 
different lens or viewpoint are 
not ‘less than’ but quite capable of 
conveying emotion and statement 
through their art. Their viewpoint is 
authentic as it’s not driven by soci-
etal norms or expectations but by 
the love of the creative process. The 
exhibit hopes to shift the lens of the 
viewer to a different perspective 
and stretch their imagination to the 
potential within us all.”

In the Curator’s Words is an 
occasional series that takes a 
critical look at current exhibitions 
through the eyes of curators.

IN THE CURATOR’S WORDS 

LOOKING THROUGH 
‘A DIFFERENT LENS’

‘The Art of Autism’ at the Oceanside Museum of Art   
showcases the creative work of autistic and neurodivergent artists

When: Through Aug. 3

Where: Oceanside Museum 
of Art, 704 Pier View Way, 
Oceanside

Tickets: $15 adult; $10 
seniors 65 and up; free for 
members, youth 17 and 
under, college students with 
I.D., and active military and 
dependents with I.D.

Phone: 760-435-3720

Online: oma-online.org

OCEANSIDE MUSEUM 
OF ART PRESENTS 
‘THE ART OF AUTISM: 
A DIFFERENT LENS’

The hands on the piano 
keyboard represent diversity 
working together and making 
lovely music. I believe when 
people come together, it 
makes the world a better 
place. To have all people — 
people of every race, people 
of every religion, people of 
every ability and gender 
orientation — come together 
as one would be heaven on 
earth. (2022, acrylic)

“TOGETHER IS 
BETTER” BY 
TEMECULA ARTIST 
SYDNEY EDMOND

“A Cruel Mind” is a bold, empowering statement of not 
only my inner thoughts and struggle with depression, 
but the entire world’s struggle with it. In my early years of 
finding my way in the world after college while living with 
my parents, I experienced a mountain of mixed emotions 
of love, heartbreak, sadness, questioning of self-worth, 
finding purpose, and much more while I discovered 
what it truly means to live day-to-day life. I also had 
to understand what life was worth to me as an artist. 
“A Cruel Mind” is a symbol of motivation to those who 
struggle with depression and encourages people to be 
the best they can be in everyday life. (2024, acrylic) 

“A CRUEL MIND” BY LA JOLLA 
ARTIST AUSTIN JOHN JONES

As a person with autism, I’ve always 
been more comfortable as an observer. 
I pay attention to details that often 
go unnoticed. Two years ago, I was 
spending a lot of time bodyboarding at 
the local beaches, so I decided to take 
my waterproof camera into the water 
with me. I loved figuring out the best 
angle for filming and the looks on the 
surfer’s faces when I said “Great ride!” 
as they swam back out. It’s exhilarating 
to be right there with them in the 
water! And no matter what a surfer 
tells you, they all love seeing closeups 
of themselves carving and flying on the 
waves. Swami’s beach is one of those 
surf sites that every dedicated surfer 
wants to surf. Even if the waves are bad, 
I’m almost guaranteed to see a great 
surfer. They all sit in a diagonal line 
while they wait for the next wave, so it’s 
easier to take photos and get out of the 
way. It’s a delicate balance for me being 
so close to the surfers. They like their 
“Zen time” on the water, and Swami’s 
surfers tend to be territorial. On the 
other hand, surfers aren’t accustomed 
to being photographed up close, so 
they’re often more willing to talk to 
me. My confidence goes up each time I 
get a good shot; my excitement to tell 
them overrides my shyness. “Gravity 
Drop” is one of my favorite shots 
because everything came together. It 
was a very risky shot, and I knew I would 
get pounded by the full force of the 
wave. I watched the surfer as he fully 
committed, diving down headfirst into 
the void. The surfer and I both took a 
risk, and it paid off. (2024, digital print)

“GRAVITY DROP” BY SAN DIEGO 
ARTIST SPENCER BROWN
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By Tim Balk
THE NEW YORK TIMES

The Trump administration 
on Saturday published an exec-
utive order to deport Venezu-
elan gang members under a 
rarely used wartime law that 
could allow removals with little 
due process.

A federal judge quickly 
ordered the administration to 
cease use of the Alien Enemies 
Act of 1798 to deport Venezu-
elans.

In a hastily scheduled hear-
ing Saturday evening, James 
E. Boasberg, a federal judge in 
Washington, said that he did not 

believe the law offered grounds 
for the president’s action, and 
he ordered any flights that had 
departed with Venezuelan 
immigrants under the order 
to return to the United States 
“however that’s accomplished 
— whether turning around the 
plane or not.”

“This is something you need 
to make sure is complied with 
immediately,” he directed the 
government.

Boasberg said he needed 
to issue his order immedi-
ately because the government 
already was flying migrants it 
claimed were newly deport-
able under President Donald 

Trump’s proclamation to be 
incarcerated in El Salvador and 
Honduras. El Salvador agreed 
this past week to take up to 
300 migrants that the Trump 
administration designated as 
gang members.

“I do not believe I can wait 
any longer and am required 
to act,” Boasberg said during a 
Saturday evening hearing in a 
lawsuit brought by the ACLU 
and Democracy Forward. “A 
brief delay in their removal does 
not cause the government any 
harm,” he added, noting they 
remain in government custody.

Lee Gelernt, a lawyer for 
the American Civil Liber-

ties Union, said in an inter-
view after the hearing that he 
believed two flights were “in the 
air” Saturday evening. During 
the hearing, Boasberg said he 
was ordering the government 
to turn flights around given 
“information, unrebutted by 
the government, that flights are 
actively departing.”

A lawyer representing the 
government, Drew Ensign, told 
the judge that he did not have 
many details to share and that 
describing “operational details” 
would raise “national security 
issues.”

Wartime law invoked to spur expulsions
Federal judge temporarily blocks Trump’s use of Alien Enemies Act to deport Venezuelans

By Lori Weisberg & Roxana Popescu
UNION-TRIBUNE

San Diego managed to eke out a modest 
population gain in 2024, even as the county 
saw a continued exodus of tens of thou-
sands of residents leaving for other parts of 
the country. Credit a surge in immigration 
that grew by 22% in just one year.

While the county’s natural growth 
from more babies being born yielded a 
net 12,600 new residents, it wasn’t nearly 
enough to make up for the almost 24,000 
more people who left the county than 
moved in between July 2023 and July 
2024, newly released census data shows.

Making up for that loss — and a little 
more — was the county’s net gain of 24,226 
immigrants, who came into the country 
both legally and illegally.

The county’s population now stands at 
3,298,799, which represents an increase 
of 0.4% over the previous year and is just 
shy of the 3.3 million people who called 
San Diego home just as the pandemic was 
starting five years ago.

The latest population estimates under-
score a trend that is being repeated up 
and down the state, most notably in larger 
coastal counties, and across the nation 
where growth in foreign-born arrivals was 
the primary driver of population growth in 
more than 2,000 counties, census officials 
reported.

In California, nearly half of the 58 coun-
ties would have seen their populations 

San Diego 
grew last 
year, only 
because of 
migrants  
Immigration from other 
countries offset exit of 
locals from the county

A new crop of artists is writing the next 
chapter of arts and culture in San Diego.  
Meet the makers and creatives making 
their mark this spring and beyond. E1

ARTS & CULTURE

Spring arts preview

By Paul Sisson
UNION-TRIBUNE

Five years after COVID-
19 was declared a pandemic, 
registered nurse Nicole Baca 
still visits an infusion center 
every week to have a mixture 
of water and other nutrients 
injected into her bloodstream.

“The treatments help 
increase my blood volume, 
and that’s what helps keep 
me from passing out,” the El 
Cajon resident explained.

Such visits would have been 

unthinkable in 2019, when she 
went to the gym three times 
per week and regularly trav-
eled, backpacking from one 
destination to the next.

Today, she’s grateful if 
she can take a walk at Ocean 
Beach with her husband, an 
act that requires meticulous 
pre-planning to avoid the 
racing pulse that can make her 
dangerously dizzy.

“Once, I had an episode 
where I almost passed out in 
a neighbor’s driveway,” she 
said. “I bent down to pick 
something up that was on 
the ground, and everything 
started to turn white.”

Baca, 40, is among those 

COVID: FIVE YEARS LATER

El Cajon nurse can’t shake 
COVID’s unrelenting grip
17M Americans 
suffer symptoms 
for months, years 

By Kristen Taketa
UNION-TRIBUNE

San Diego college faculty and 
students say they fear the Trump 
administration’s plans to inves-
tigate UC San Diego and other 
universities, and its attempts else-
where to deport student activists 
and assert control over academic 
programs, mark the start of a 
broader erosion of civil and human 
rights.

Last weekend, federal agents 
detained and tried to deport a 
Columbia University student for 
his role organizing pro-Palestin-
ian protests. On Monday, the U.S. 

Department of Education said 
it was investigating 60 universi-
ties for alleged antisemitism amid 
such protests. And on Thursday, 
the Trump administration threat-
ened to withhold all future fund-
ing from Columbia unless it cedes 
control of its Middle Eastern, South 
Asian and African Studies depart-
ment to the government, on top of 
other demands, and intensified an 
ongoing effort to deport student 
protesters.

To many academics, students 
and free-speech advocates in San 
Diego and beyond, more than 
individual free speech is at stake. 
They say such moves by President 

Donald Trump and his administra-
tion represent an attack on every-
one’s academic freedom and First 
Amendment rights.

They particularly worry such 
arrests and other crackdowns 
may soon come to UC San Diego, 
which is among the universities 
the Trump administration says it 
is investigating over allegations of 
antisemitism. And some of them 
worry about how the university 
will respond.

“This is what fascist regimes do, 
and it’s kind of a code red for our 
universities,” said Adam Aron, a 
psychology professor at UC San 
Diego who is Jewish. “This is 
maybe the beginning if we don’t 
stand up and oppose this.”

Trump administration threats against universities, 
effort to deport student activist called ‘a code red’

Nurse Rosie Crowder helps treat Nicole Baca for severe heart palpitations and fainting spells Tuesday at Scripps Mercy Hospital 
San Diego. Baca contracted COVID in June 2020 from a patient in her previous nursing job.  NELVIN C. CEPEDA  / U-T PHOTOS

Baca, 40, is among those who have developed life-limiting 
symptoms after an encounter with pandemic coronavirus.

Q&A WITH LONG COVID RESEARCHER 
Biologist Julia Moore Vogel has coped with long COVID since 
mid -2020. She answers questions about the condition. A8

See SPEECH on Page A9

See COVID on Page A8

See CENSUS on Page A6

Protesters rally against federal funding cuts at UC San Diego on March 7. 
Some say free speech is under fire. HAYNE PALMOUR IV / FOR THE U-T 

See DEPORTATION on Page A6

S.D. students, faculty fear for campus free speech
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443ARTISTS
- 315 ON SITE
- 128 OFF SITE

18 EXHIBITIONS  
ON SITE AT OMA
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STransformative Currents: 
Art and Action 

in the Pacific Ocean 

8/17/2024 – 2/9/2025

My Intimate Partner

10/5/2024 – 3/16/2025

Marshall Toomey: 
Black Americana 

10/19/2024 – 4/13/2025

The Stories That 
Connect Us: 

Selections from the 
OMA Collection 

2/8/2025 – 8/31/2025

Robert Xavier Burden: 
The Alien Painting 

Unveiled 

2/12/2025 – 2/23/2025

Matt Devine: 
Walk With Me

3/1/2025 – 7/6/2025

Mary Jhun: 
In Losing Sleep I Painted 

3/15/2025 – 6/15/2025

The Art of Autism: 
A Different Lens 

4/5/2025 – 8/3/2025

Ventana Huichola 

4/26/2025 – 10/5/2025

2025 Congressional 
Art Awards 

4/30/2025 – 6/8/2025

The Space Between: 
Texture Studies 
by Denja Harris 

6/28/2025 – 10/12/2025

Fabulous Fiber

7/26/2025 – 11/2/2025

2025 Plein Air 
Festival Exhibition

9/13/2025 – 1/11/2026

Surf Art: 
Exploring California’s 

Coastal Culture

8/23/2025 – 2/1/2026

2025/26 Artist 
Alliance Biennial

11/22/2025 – 3/8/2026

Francisco Eme:  
Future Rituals &  

La Eco-Resistencia

10/25/2025 – 3/22/2026

Modern Simplicity: 
The Architecture of 

Irving J. Gill in Oceanside 

11/6/2025 – 4/26/2026



Common Not So 
Common Objects 

9/6/2024 – 1/7/2025

Spirited: 
Artist Alliance at 
Brooks Theatre 

11/15/2024 – 1/5/2025

Stitched and Forged: 
The Art of Kelly Witmer 

and Mônica Lóss 

1/16/25 – 5/11/2025

Gathering Light: 
Artist Alliance at Ashton 

Gallery @ Art on 30th

January 11 – February 5, 2025

INTIKA: Men in Textiles 

5/5/2025 – 8/17/2025

Elemental: 
Artist Alliance at 
Sparks Gallery 

5/2/2025 – 7/6/2025

Surf Art at the Seabird 

8/22/2025 – 12/7/2025

Neon Afterlife 

12/9/2025 – 3/22/2026

·  ·  ·   10
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PROGRAM FEATURES

1.	 Teacher training workshop to coach  
educators on exhibition themes.

2.	Pre-Visit Lesson: Educational videos  
provided by OMA introduce key terms. 
Introducing students to new vocabulary 
and ways in which art can be used as a 
powerful tool for storytelling and self- 
expression.

3.	Post-Visit Lesson: Each student  
receives an art kit for a post-visit  
lesson in school and they get to keep  
the art supplies to continue their  
practice at home.

E D U C A T I O N
O U R  A W A R D  W I N N I N G 
E D U C A T I O N A L  P R O G R A M S

OMA’S EDUCATION INITIATIVES

OMA offers a robust year-round slate of educational initiatives  
including formal education programs and informal hands-on  
workshops, and Discovery Tours. Our signature programs include:

Literacy Through Art, designed for third-grade students, leverages the rich 
narrative in works of art on view in OMA’s galleries. Students are encouraged  
to examine work of art through the lens of story, setting, character, mood, 
and big idea to build their literacy skills and enhance critical thinking. 

ArtQuest, a fifth-grade STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, 
and Mathematics)-integrated program, designed to ignite fifth-grade 
students’ curiosity, creativity, and the connections between art and science. 
Students engage in critical thinking, visual literacy, and interdisciplinary 
exploration which support Next Generation Science standards. 

·  ·  ·   11
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A R T

L I T E R A C YL I T E R A C Y  T H R O U G H  A R T

100% of all Oceanside Unified School District 3rd grade classes attended
>> 1,992 students

While students explore the intersection of language and visual art, they develop 
vocabulary, comprehension, and self-expression through gallery interactions and 
hands-on workshops linked to third-grade standards-based curriculum. 

Spring 2025: The Art of Autism: A Different Lens, introduced students to  
neurodivergence and highlighted the work of neurodiverse artists. Students  
explored how individuals experience and interpret the world in unique ways,  
learning that differences in thinking can be sources of creativity and strength.

Fall 2025: Plein Air: This session invited third graders to explore Oceanside 
through plein air painting, connecting with local landscapes and using art to reflect 
place and community. Artists captured the light, atmosphere, and energy of a  
moment in time, creating works that tell stories reflecting how art can deepen 
their connection to the community they live in. 

·  ·  ·   12
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ArtQuest transforms OMA’s galleries into dynamic learning spaces, 
centering learning around real-world applications and artist-driven experiences. 
Tied to a current exhibition, each ArtQuest provides students with immersive, 
inquiry-based experiences.

*Our education programs run alongside our exhibitions, so programming shifts in response to the  
exhibition schedule. In 2025 we offered two Literacy Through Art programs instead of one Literacy 
Through Art and one Art Quest; 2024’s Art Quest programming is included as a prior-year example.

Spring 2024 Allied Craftsmen of San Diego: Hands On Design: Students  
examined how recycled materials can be transformed into art. They also  
considered how art conveys a message through material and design choices.

Fall 2024 Transformative Currents:  Students explored cultural and  
environmental challenges of the Pacific Ocean such as climate change,  
industrial pollution, and overfishing. Students came to see art, science,  
and indigenous knowledge as a tool for ecological advocacy.

A R T Q U E S TA R T Q U E S T
E D U C A T I O N

100% of all Oceanside Unified School District 5th grade classes attended 
>> 1,650 students



The Museum Store extends OMA’s mission by showcasing the work of 
Southern California artists, makers, and creatives through a thoughtfully 
curated selection of locally made goods. The Store connects visitors 
directly to the talent and creative spirit of our region while supporting 
the artists who shape its vibrant cultural landscape.

In 2025, the Museum Store built on the momentum of its transformation, 
doubling profits and returning $38,000 to the local arts community. 
We expanded key programs like on-site and off-site pop-ups, strengthening 
partnerships and creating more accessible entry points that welcomed a 
broader, more diverse audience.

A strategic investment in wholesale offerings also paid off, with OMA-
branded items becoming our top-selling category, reflecting visitors’ 
desire to take home something connected to their experience.
 

·  ·  ·   14
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AT THE HEART OF OMA’S EXPANSION is the transformation of historic Fire Station No. 1,
reimagining the gateway to Oceanside’s Civic Center. This project activates the entire city block—
introducing a café, sculpture garden, and welcoming spaces designed for connection and everyday 
gathering. With over $9 million raised in just 18 months, OMA is ahead of schedule and building 
momentum to create a more vibrant, accessible, and inspiring cultural hub.

BENEFITS OF FIRE STATION 1 
PRESERVATION:
· A new gateway to the Oceanside Civic  
  Center and Cultural Arts District
· Historic preservation and adaptive reuse  
  of Irving J. Gill’s 1929 Fire Station No. 1
· Expansion from 20,000 to 30,000 square  
  feet—growing the Museum by one-third
· Doubling educational space with new  
  street-level studio classrooms
· Expanded galleries showcasing Southern  
  California artists
· New indoor and outdoor gathering spaces,  
  including additional public art
· Café and an expanded Museum Store to  
  feature local artists
· Dedicated professional workspace to support 
  a growing team of arts professionals

E X P A N S I O N

·  ·  ·   15



OMA STAFF - As of December 2025

Executive Director, Maria Minglaone
Controller, Alexis Caserta
Director of Operations and Programs, Sarah Cathers
Director of Exhibitions and Collections, Katie Dolgov
Director of Development, Karen Cook
Director of Communications, 
	 Marketing & Community Engagement, Wanda Wease 
Facilities Manager & Lead Preparator, Drei Kiel
Manager of Visitor Services & Community Engagement, Elizabeth Dale
Membership and Development Manager, Katelyn Johnson
Museum Store Manager, Kayla Murphy
Education and Public Programs Manager, Abigail Goodman
Communications Specialist, Noah Bello
Executive Assistant to the Director, Nicolette Lacy
Exhibitions and Collections Associate, Dana Edwards
Visitor Services Associate, Sophia Fuller
Visitor Services Associate, Angelique Echeveste
Visitor Services Associate, Ruby Diamond-Peacock
Visitor Services Associate, Evelyn Ochoa

·  ·  ·   16

2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President: Allyson Handley
Vice President: Cathy Crowser
Secretary: Scott Bruckner
Treasurer: Helen Frey

Aaron Shebest
Allyson Handley  
Cathy Crowser
David Arnold  
Helen Frey
Marilyn Agredano
Paula Doss  
Regina Wilson
Scott Bruckner
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Irene Abraham and Gabriel Vogeli

Marilyn Agredano

Paula Alexander and Henry Clay*

Wendy All and Jay Rosen

Ken and Deena Altman

Nicole and Erik Anderson

Anonymous

Erin and Joel Arding

David and Jan Arnold

Scott Ashton

Susan Attard

Holly and Christopher Baughman

Phylaine Bemel & Lynn Shermerhorn

David Berke

Charles and Charlotte Bird

Beverly Boggs and Ron Newby

Debbe and Spike Booth

Heidi and Kent Borsch

JoAnn Bowers

Cadie Browne-Lee and Kenneth Lee

Scott Bruckner

Charles and Carol Buel

Jean Burns

Carolyn Byers

Jennifer M. Byrne

Harvey and Connie Cain

Janell Cannon

Kevin and Julie Carnes

Matthew and Patricia Caulfield

Christopher Clevering

Donald Coker

Glenn Cole

David Colley and Steve Grier

Karen Cook

Cathy Crowser and Mark Newman

Lisa and Robert Curry

Joel and Amy Cunningham

Brian Davis

Michelle D’Elia

Lorraine Diaz

Thomas Dickens

Loren Dixon

Tim and Rosalyn Dong

Dr. Stephen and Sandy Dorros

Paula Doss and Beth Epperson

Robin Douglas and Jim Mullady

Jeanne Dunn

Jocelyn Dunn

Dorit Edut

Ellen Fales

Juan and Lizbeth Flores

Gregory Forbes

Fox Family Fund

Pamela and Hal Fuson

Howard Franco

Helen Frey

A sincere thank you to our individual and family foundation supporters for your generosity in 2025. 
Your commitment powers our mission, helping us inspire, connect, and enrich our community  

through art, while amplifying the voices and creative stories of artists across Southern California. 

T H A N K  Y O U  T O 
O U R  D O N O R S
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Leslee and David Gaul

Phyllis and William Gifford

David and Iris Gimbel

Gigi Gleason

Steve and Georgia Goldberg

Dorie Goldman and Ronald Pearlstein

Natalie Gonzalez

Elizabeth Gorcey

Peg Grady

Jonathan Thomas Grayson

Craig and Cathrine Greene

Jeri and Tommy Gustafsson

Lu Ann Hall and Allen Sweet

Dr. Allyson Handley

Edward and Bonnie Hanlon

Jerry Harder

Larry and Cathie Hatter

Robert Hemphill and Leah Bissonnette

Barbara Hendricks and Bradley Jones

Gisela Hill

Dolores Hofmann

Nancy Huelsmann

John Hyland

Brent and Joan Jacobs

Steven and Lynn Jepsen

Greg Jones and Karen Cangialosi

Mary and Steven June

Kay and Andy Kaplan

Sue Karr

Harv Kauffman

Paul A and Pam Kelly

Jerry and Blake Kern

John and Mary Kerr

Suzanne Knauf

Paul and Laura Kuhn

Dr. Judy La Bounty

Stella Larsen and Bob Zamarripa

Patti Lavay

Clay Leaf

Lisa Liberman

Kathleen Lindemann

Rachel Su Lopez Charitable Fund

The Lowery Family Foundation

Niels Manley

Eric Marenburg

Wesley and Judith Marx

Mary Matava

Richard Mayer and Germaine Schwider

John and Michelle McCoy

Dr. Michael McManus and Tanya Young

Dorine Meade

Catherine Milne

Lisa Milton

Maria Mingalone

Jean and Scott Molentin

Marguerite Montjoy

Tom and Laurie Morrissey

Bruce and Ann Mortland

Gillian Moss

Carole Anne Nakeff

Margie Newell

Colleen O’Harra

Irma Ojeda and Martin Adams

Dr. Steven and Marty Ornish

Leonard Ozerkis and Arleene Antin

Terri Peterson Zimdars

Mary and John Podesta
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Lawrence Poteet and 
   Debra McGinty Poteet

Leslie Prussia and 
   Fred Schwarzenbach

Dami and Lonnie Rejda

Lisa and Gary Ritchie

Susan Robershaw

Marty and Mary Rombotis

Sally Rorick-Orlando and Rick Orlando

Linda Rosel and Donna La Gue

Jiela Rufeh

Pat and Jerry Rugg

Safdie Rabines Architects

Frank and Tanya Sallustro

Kathryn Schmiedeberg

Dr. Richard and Lori Schwartz

Margaret Seeley Charitable Foundation

Aaron and Michelle Shebest

Rita Shulak

Valentyna Simpson

Glorian Sipman

Edward F Smith III

Pam Smith

Sonya and TJ Sparks

Ellen Speert and Paul Henry Kaczorowski

Dr. Brigitte Sternberg and 
   Dr. Jack Ackrell

Kathleen and James Stiven

Jill Treadwell Svedsen and 
   Robert Svendsen

Jim Terry*

Marie Tocci

Toon Family Charitable Fund

John and Ellen Trezevant

Stephanie and Brian Van de Wetering

Elizabeth and Rudy* Van Hunnick

Peter Vasquez

Carrie and Tom Ventola

Visit Oceanside, Inc.

Maria Walker

Mary and Colin Walshok

Clark Warren

Dr. Paul and Margene Weber

Cheryl Weiner

James and Kathleen Wellman

Janice Westman

Annemarie Whalen

Ann Wicker

Donna Wilkins

Marie and Rick Wilson

Regina Wilson and
   Dave Wodehouse

Richard and Mary Jo Young 
Family Foundation

Alan Zeleznikar

* deceased
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AARP

Allison and Robert Price Family Foundation

Anything But Ordinary Catering

Aurifil

Blade 1936

California Foundation for Stronger Communities

Chef Savage Catering

City of Oceanside

DEW Foundation

Frontwave Credit Union

Frontwave Foundation

Foundation for Developmental Disabilities

Genentech, Inc.

Las Patronas

MainStreet Oceanside

Maurice J. Masserini Trust

Mission San Luis Rey

National Endowment for the Arts

National Philanthropic Trust - Stella Larsen

North County African American  
Women’s Association

Ocean Hills Art Lovers Club

Oceanside Chamber of Commerce

Price Philanthropies

Rachel Su Lopez Charitable Fund

Rancho Santa Fe Foundation

ResMed Foundation

San Diego Foundation

San Diego Human Dignity Foundation

San Diego Running Co.

SEAS Productions

Sempra Energy Foundation

Seth Sprague Educational & Charitable Foundation

UBS Matching Gifts Program

Visit Oceanside, Inc.

Walter J. and Betty C. Zable Foundation

Wild Wisdom Foundation Inc.

ZUZA

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  C O R P O R A T E 
A N D  I N - K I N D  S U P P O R T E R S

While we can’t list each of our generous supporters here, we deeply appreciate every gift, in every 
form. Your contributions make our mission possible, and we are truly honored by your support.
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Irene Abraham and Gabriel Vogeli

Marilyn Agredano

Ken and Deena Altman

Anonymous

Pam and Bob Bechill

Paul and Susan Bixler

Eric Blau and Julie Gollin

Dr. Harold K. Brown

Scott Bruckner

Robbie Calderon Hass and Keith Hass

Cathy Carey

Kathleen Casey Linowski Family Trust

Cheri Caviness

Sandra Chanis

City of Oceanside

Cathy Crowser and Mark Newman

Michelle D’Elia

Sue Detisch

Paul Dooley and Astrid McLean

Paula Doss and Beth Epperson

Robin Douglas and Jim Mullady

Max Elliott

Karney Flaster Family Foundation

Helen Frey

Gigi Gleason

Gloria Hall

Lu Ann Hall and Allen Sweet

Dr. Allyson Handley

Jerry Harder

Larry and Cathie Hatter

Janet Hunter*

Ken and Jean Johnson

Paul and Pam Kelly

Rosemary KimBal

Kathy Kinane and Gary Nessim

Janet and John Kister

Karen Krugman

Dr. Judy La Bounty

Lisa and Gary Levine

Mathews Herman Foundation

Dr. Harve and Letty Meskin

Bruce and Ann Mortland

Garna Muller

Oceanside Rotary Club Foundation

Colleen O’Harra

Irma Ojeda and Martin Adams

Sharon Olsen

Skip and Cindy Pahl

Edward Parish and Anne Speraw

Price Philanthropies

Allison and Robert Price Family Foundation

Beverly and Harold Randolph

Bill and Marisa Rastetter

Malcolm and Sandra Reinhardt

Marty and Mary Rombotis

Dr. Joyce and Rick Ross

Pat and Jerry Rugg

San Diego County Supervisor, 
   Jim Desmond 

Aaron and Michelle Shebest

Dana Smith

Pam Smith

Richard Smith

Ellen Speert and Paul Henry Kaczorowski

State of California,
   Senator Catherine Blakespear

Lainy Vinikow

Rena Wallenius

Dr. Paul and Margene Weber

Cheryl Weiner

James and Kathleen Wellman

Wild Wisdom Foundation, Inc

Regina Wilson and Dave Wodehouse

Elizabeth and Rudy* Van Hunnick

Walter J. and Betty C. Zable Foundation

Alan Zeleznikar

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R 
C A P I T A L  C A M P A I G N  D O N O R S

Donations through December 31, 2025

* deceased
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